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{571 ABSTRACT

An electrostatic device includes a fixed electrode to
which is attached an end edge of a coiled or curved
variable resilient sheet electrode. An insulative layer
separates the two electrodes, being either bonded to
the fixed electrode or being bonded to the resilient
electrode. The resilient variable electrade is caused to
unroll upon the application of an electric potential be-
tween the two electrodes. The device is particularly
adaptable for use as a light gate. It is capable of being

-actuated by an electrical potential either in a light

transmission mode or in a variable reflectivity mode.
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